
Clear Creek hosts 
an extensive cross-
regional exchange & 
performance series 
with artist-activists 
working to address 
issues of land, climate, 
extraction and culture 
on the Gulf Coast and 
in Appalachia.
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EZELL’S EVOLUTION The Ezell project is a slow-developing story that evolves in response to the land, people  
and context from which it arose and in which it is shared.  A snapshot of its evolution:

The character of Ezell 
emerges & is informed by 
our direct interactions with 
the Land Man as we prepare 
for a 2nd iteration of Land, 
Water, Food Story supported 
by a Partners in Action grant 
from Alternate ROOTS.

A Clear Creek 
community ensemble 
develops & tours 
Where’s That Power 
Gonna Come From? 
across KY to support 
community organizing 
in relation to the 
fracking threat and the 
vision for renewable 
energy alternatives.

We use Artistic 
Assistance from 
Alternate ROOTS 
and a 4-week 
residency at Double 
Edge Theater’s 
Immersion Lab to 
begin creating a 
full-length Ezell 
production.

Bob is honored by the Kentucky Arts 
Council and we invest the award in 
developing and sharing Ezell as a 
work-in-progress during the Clear 
Creek Solstice Spectacle, ROOTS 
Week and Hurricane Gap Community 
Performance Institute.

Kentucky & New Orleans 
artists collaborate 
throughout the summer to 
bring Ezell: Ballad of a Land 
Man to full production at 
Clear Creek with support 
from NEFA, NET & NPN.M
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A “land man” arrives on Clear 
Creek & in nearby areas to 
offer a lease for mineral rights, 
speculating on future fracking 
expansion into eastern KY 
along the Rogersville Shale.

Grassroots activism in key central 
KY counties stops the Bluegrass 
Pipeline project intended to 
transport natural gas liquids from 
fracking in PA & OH across KY for 
processing further south.

Neighbors & activists gather to 
educate & organize people to 
turn down the leases.  A town 
hall meeting in Berea is attended 
by 400 people & key local 
organizations coordinate efforts.

Activists educate and 
coordinate efforts statewide 
through the Pipelines, 
Fracking & KY’s Future 
Beyond Fossil Fuels summits 
and KFTC’s Empower KY 
events.

Grassroots advocacy & organizing stops 
the proposed re-purposing of a pipeline 
that crosses 18 counties in KY to 
transport fracking wastes for processing  
on the Gulf Coast.

Ezell tours in Appalachia 
and across the U.S. to 
raise awareness & support 
organizing that disrupts fossil 
fuel extraction, dismantles 
domination and supports all 
of us in building resilience  & a 
renewable energy future.

After years of activism 
throughout affected communities 
& nationally, President Obama 
rejects the Keystone XL pipeline 
noting that its approval would 
undercut U.S. global leadership 
on climate change.

Shortly after 
taking office, 
President 
Trump signs 
memoranda 
to revive both 
KXL & DAPL.

Indigenous youth & leaders  
stand for their sovereignty 
at Standing Rock as water 
protectors of their homelands 
in opposition to the Dakota 
Access Pipeline and their 
actions inspire energy  
& climate activism  
throughout the U.S. 

U.S. Dept of Energy 
advocates for development 
of the Appalachian Storage 
Hub on the Ohio River 
to create a processing & 
distribution center for 
fracking products,  
by-products & plastics.  
WV’s Governor promotes 
ASH as the state’s #1 
economic priority.

Coalitions of activists and 
organizations in KY, OH, PA, 
WV turn attention to the 
Appalachian Storage Hub 
amidst ongoing work to resist 
fracking & pipeline expansion.  
Efforts continue to extend 
renewable energy alternatives 
in the region.
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